
Dear IFP Alumni, International 
Partners and Friends, 
 
There have been a lot of excit-
ing developments in the IFP 
alumni world.  As of August 
2007, there are now nearly 
1,200  IFP alumni—more than 
double the number that we had 
this time last year. Seventy-five 
percent of alumni  have re-
turned to their home countries 
after completion of their studies, 
with virtually all of the remain-
ing alumni staying abroad for 
another degree or additional 
training. 
 
IFP alumni are emerging as 
highly respected professionals 
and leaders in their respective 
fields.   
 
The IFP alumni population in-
cludes the first indigenous Bra-
zilian to earn a doctoral de-
gree, a Mozambican who dis-
covered a fatal sheep parasite 
and the first Ugandan to pursue 
a PhD in literature, just to name 
a few.  There are myriad  ex-
amples of this kind of excellence 
among IFP alumni—far too 
many to name here.  
 
The legacy of the IFP program 
will not only be measured in the 
individual achievements of 
alumni, but in the long-term 
impact of country-based IFP 
alumni networks.  

 
 
 
Networks spurred on the dedica-
tion of the IFP alumni are emerg-
ing in all 22 countries and regions 
in which IFP operates.   
 
Though each alumni network is 
concerned with social justice, the 
focus of each country-based group 
differs, as group activities are 
based on the specific needs of 
that country. 
 
Some examples include: 
• Mexican IFP alumni have 

created a network entitled 
“The Interdisciplinary Re-
search Network for the In-
digenous Peoples of Mexico,” 
an organization focused on 
research and development of 
indigenous issues. 

• Vietnamese and Thai alumni 
networks have been working 
closely together to foster 
sustainable Asset-Based Com-
munity Development (ABCD) 
in the rural regions of their 
respective countries. 

 
There are many more examples 
like these all across the IFP pro-
gram.   
 
IFP alumni have found innovative 
ways to connect and exchange 
knowledge and experiences with 
their counterparts both regionally 
and internationally.  

 
 
 
Recently, IFP’s partner organiza-
tion in Vietnam extended an invi-
tation to a South African alumna to 
participate in a 3-week ABCD 
training course at the Coady Insti-
tute in Canada and alumni net-
works have invited alumni guests 
from other countries to meetings, 
not only to learn from each other’s 
experiences, but to continue to 
strengthen the international IFP 
alumni network.   
 
The IFP alumni newsletter is an-
other way to foster this interna-
tional exchange. In that same spirit 
of learning from each other, you 
will find that some of the articles in 
this edition of the newsletter have 
been written by your fellow 
alumni.   
 
This newsletter is merely a snap-
shot of some of the activities of the 
IFP alumni networks—activities 
that have the potential to change 
the world.   
   
Sincerely, 
 
The IFP Secretariat 

A Message from the IFP Secretariat  
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Alumna of the Month:  Theodora Mame Nyaneba Jonah, 
Ghana 
 

IFP Ghana Alumna Theodora Mame Nyaneba Jonah is a native of Dixcove, a small fishing 
village in the Western Region, one of the poorest parts of Ghana.  However, regardless of 
her circumstances, Theodora was determined to make a change in her beloved country.  Her 
professional trajectory is spectacular example of an IFP Fellow who remains committed to 
social justice. 

 
Prior to obtaining her IFP Fellowship, Theodora obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work 
from the University of Ghana, Legon. After graduation, Theodora served as a school Social 
Worker for the Accra Metropolitan Education Directorate. 

 
In addition to her professional activities, Theodora remained engaged in solving some of the 
most daunting social challenges in Ghana. Though her work took her to Ghana’s capital, 
Accra, she took it upon herself to organize and conduct free forums to promote the benefits 
of higher education to youth in her home community. She also provided free accomodation in 
her own home for youth from her home village who had gained admission to the University of 
Ghana to help offset some of their education costs.  

 
Theodora won a Ford IFP Fellowship in 2004, and pursued a Masters degree in Social Work 
from the University of Michigan in the US. During her studies, Theodora also found time to 
successfully pursue a certificate in Aging and Special Studies in HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care. 

 
After graduation, Theodora returned to Ghana where she now serves as School Health 
Education Programme (SHEP) Coordinator at the Accra Metropolitan Education Directorate.  
In this role, she is directly responsible for, among other things, HIV/AIDS awareness and 
Adolescent Reproductive Health for all schools in Accra.  She also consults as a Social Work 
specialist with Overseas Processing Entity—a US based organization that works with refugees 
in Ghana.   
 
Theodora is a member of the IFP Ghana alumni network. Her committment  is a source of 
inspiration for her fellow Alumni. “I don’t know how she does it,” says Araba Botchway, 
Director for IFP Ghana, “she never gets tired or discouraged. She is a true Ghanaian jewel!”   

 
Despite her busy schedule, Theodora still finds ways to stay connected to her home 
community. Whenever possible, she returns to conduct community outreach workshops on 
higher education.  And yes, she still hosts university students free of charge in her home. She 
currently accommodates thirteen University of Ghana students!   
 
Eventually, Theodora hopes to establish an NGO at Dixcove to promote higher education and 
train adolescent girls who drop out of school due to teenage pregnancy. “I have always had 
many goals,” says Theodora. “The IFP Fellowship has given me the platform from which to 
change conditions in Ghana. It is a responsibility—no, an obligation—that I take very, very 
seriously.” 
 
 

To learn more about the outstanding work of the IFP Ghana alumni network, please visit www.aau.org/ifp or contact 
Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org 

 
 
 
 

Insert Ghana Picture Here   

 
Above:  IFP Ghana Alumna Theodora 
Mame Nyaneba Jonah.  With her IFP Fel-
lowship, Theodora completed her Masters 
degree in Social Work from University of 
Michigan in the United States in 2006.  
After graduation, she returned to Ghana 
where she is involved in number of social 
justice projects. She is a member of the IFP 
Ghana Alumni Network.  

To learn more about the Ford Foundation 
International Fellowships Program please 
visit our website www.fordifp.net or write 
to us at 809 United Nations Plaza, 9th 
Floor, New York, NY 10017, United 
States. 
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In Memoriam:  Mary Fatima Taidi-Abu  (1977-2007) 
A Tribute by the staff of Pathfinder International, IFP International Partner in Nigeria 
 
 
Mary Fatima Taidi joined Pathfinder International family in October 2004.  Until her 
death, she occupied the position of Assistant Project Officer for the Ford Foundation In-
ternational Fellowships Program. She was a multi-talented, outspoken but respectful, 
woman who was passionate about her work and vision. She worked diligently and was 
actually on duty the whole of the Friday before the day of her death.  
 
We were blessed to have Mary as a member of our staff. She was committed to the 
advancement of Pathfinder’s values and mission. She was friendly and reached out to all 
staff, helping them to improve their work by providing counseling in times of trouble.  
She made staff meetings lively and contributed tremendously to the quality of the meet-
ings. She was much loved by her colleagues, so much so that her wedding was attended 
by virtually everybody in the Pathfinder organization. She made it a point to thank eve-
ryone individually. 
 
Mary Taidi was a very strong advocate for women. She had an unwavering vision that 
women would eventually assume the highest positions of leadership in Nigeria (and in-
deed Africa) and was committed to achieving that, both personally and professionally.  It 
is of little wonder then, that she won the prestigious Association of American University 
Women Scholarship to successfully pursue a Master’s degree at Brandeis University in the 
United States.  
 
The impact that Mary made on the the IFP Fellows and Alumni is best appreciated  by 
reading the many responses received within less than twenty-four hours following the news 
of her untimely passing. Their love and appreciation is demonstrated by the fact that 
within hours of the official notification of her passing, the IFP community created this web-
site in Mary’s memory http://mary-taidi-abu.memoryof.com .  
 
It is not easy to describe this young woman that passed on. Each person would describe 
Mary differently. Mary was to each person what they needed, wearing whatever hat the 
occasion demanded.   
 
But, alas,  Mary Taidi was called to greater responsibilities in heaven. She was truly a 
rare gem and remarkable in so many ways. To honour her we must continue to pursue her 
dreams and vision.  
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about the outstanding work of the IFP Program in Nigeria, please visit www.pathfind.org/ifp or 
contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org 
 

 
 
 
 

Insert Ghana Picture Here   

 
God called her name so gently 

That only she could hear 
No one heard the footsteps 

Of the Angels drawing near… 
 

Mary, in many ways, more than words 
You touched us all 

Your life was love and labor 
Your love for your family and friends was true 

You did your best for us all 
Adieu Mary, we miss you. 

 
-IFP Nigeria, Pathfinder International  

To learn more about the Ford Foundation 
International Fellowships Program please 
visit our website www.fordifp.net or write 
to us at 809 United Nations Plaza, 9th 
Floor, New York, NY 10017, United 
States. 
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Fulfilling Promises—IFP Thai Alumni Meet and Recommit 
Themselves to Social Justice  
 
By:  The IFP Thailand Alumni Network 
 
On April 21-22, 2007, IFP Thailand Alumni held an historic meeting in Khon Kaen, Thailand.  
The meeting began unofficially with alumni eagerly catching up on each other’s lives and 
swapping stories about their current development projects.   
 
Dr. Lourdes G. Salvador, Executive Director of the Asian Scholarship Fund, IFP’s International 
Partner in Thailand, officially opened the meeting by asking the alumni to share stories about 
their studies abroad.  Dr. Salvador reminded the alumni that though the completion of their 
studies was a great achievement, their promise never to turn away from their local commit-
ments was of even greater importance. Mr. Jaruwat Kiatiwongse, IFP Program Officer-
Thailand, then followed with the IFP Global Overview, informing the attendees about alumni 
happenings in other IFP countries. 
 
The rich agenda included presentations on topics such as Leadership and its Role in Making a 
Difference in the Communities in Esaan (one of the poorest parts of Thailand), Addressing De-
velopment Needs in Esaan: Collaboration Between NGO’s and Academia—A New Phase in the 
IFP-Leadership for Social Justice Forum.  Dr. Banchon Kaewsong, Advisor to the Coordinating 
Committee on Rural Development (NGO-CORD) in Northeast Thailand, challenged the alumni 
to not only about think about their own leadership abilities but their future role as local 
change makers.  One of the highlights of the presentation portion of the agenda was an inspi-
rational talk by Dr. Juree Vcihit Vadakan, Chair of the Advisory Committee of IFP.  Dr. Vada-
kan urged the Thai alumni to use the experience that IFP has given them as a motivation force 
for social change. 
 
Thai IFP alumni were also treated to a presentation by Ms. Minh Kauffman, Director of the 
Center for Educational Exchange (CEEVN)  in Vietnam, IFP’s International Partner in Vietnam.  
Ms. Kaufmann presented The ABCD Approach: “Asset-Based Community Development,” an 
innovative, community-driven development model. 
 
After the presentations, alumni reflected on what they had learned, and brainstormed ways 
on how apply this knowledge to IFP Thailand Alumni Network activities.  Many alumni ex-
pressed increased interest in working with small-scale farmers in poor, rural communities who 
struggle with issues of sustainable agricultural development, and self-reliance. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the motivated alumni created an ambitious plan of action for 
moving forward. With this plan in place, the alumni meeting closed with kind words for the 
staff of the Asian Scholarship Foundation Staff, the Center for Educational Exchange with 
Vietnam (CEEVN), and profound appreciation for the Ford Foundation International Fellow-
ships Program, with the sentiment that the “IFP has given us some of the best things that we will 
cherish in our lifetime.”  
  
 
To learn more about the outstanding work of the Thailand alumni network please visit at www.asianscholarship.org 
or contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org 

 
 
 
 
   

 
Above: Ford IFP Thailand Alumni Network 
Meeting Attendees pose for a group picture at 
their April 2007 alumni meeting in Khon Kaen, 
Thailand.  The meeting was an opportunity for 
alumni to recommit themselves to serving the 
poorest communities in Thailand. 
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NEWS FROM IFP VIETNAM ALUMNI: 
IFP VIETNAM ALUMNI PROJECT SKILLS WORKSHOP 

 
By: Dung Doan, IFP Vietnam Alumnus (2002) 

 
From April 30th- May 4th 2007, eighteen IFP Vietnam Alumni met for a training workshop 
on Project Skills: Proposal Writing.  The Vietnamese staff members of World Vision Inter-
national, an international NGO currently working in Vietnam, served as the primary 
trainers for the workshop.  The training took place at Da Lat University, Lam Dong Prov-
ince—the same institution where alumnus Huynh Thi Ngoc Phuong (2004) currently serves 
as a professor. 
 
The workshop provided the IFP Vietnam Alumni an opportunity to refresh and expand 
their knowledge and skills in Project Management and Project Writing. 
 
Throughout the workshop, the alumni prepared drafts of the two projects that they had 
long intended to do: (1) developing a strong and professional IFP Vietnam Alumni Net-
work and (2) establishing procedures to operationalize the “Water Lilies Fund”—a fund 
to support selected disadvantaged students in Vietnam who face the danger of dropping 
out of school.   
 
The IFP Vietnam alumni also invited 10 undergraduate students from Da Lat University to 
participate in the workshop and contribute their ideas to the formation of the Water Lil-
ies Fund.  Not only was this instructive for the 10 students, it provided the alumni with an 
opportunity to stay connected to committed youth in Vietnam.  Additionally, the alumni 
found the workshop very useful in providing the necessary knowledge and skills needed 
to write successful proposals.  Overall, the alumni felt that the meeting helped them to 
reinforce the collective power of the Vietnam Alumni Network  
 
As a result of the overwhelming success of the meeting, IFP Vietnam alumni are currently 
in the process of completing two proposal drafts, one for alumni network development 
and another proposal seeking funding for the Water Lilies Fund initiative.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about the outstanding work of the IFP Vietnam alumni network alumni please visit www.acls.org/
ceevn or contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org 

 
 
 
 
   

At front table, left to right: Trang Le & Hang Nguyen 
(2000 Cohort), Dung Doan (2002 Cohort,) Hoang 
Dinh (2001 Cohort) during the May 2007 Alumni 
workshop in Vietnam. 
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New and Important Voices being Heard:  IFP Brazil Alumni 
Launch the First of  a Four-Volume Research Compilation 

 
By Regina Pahim Pinto, Carlos Chagas Foundation (IFP International Partner in 
Brazil) 

 
Education, the first publication in the four-volume Justice and Development collec-
tion, was launched in São Paulo, Brazil on May 31st.  This four-volume series is 
intended to disseminate research done by IFP Alumni of Brazil to the larger aca-
demic and policy-making community. 

 
For the Carlos Chagas Foundation (FCC), the International Partner for the IFP Pro-
gram in Brazil, organization and publication of academic texts is an essential 
component of regular program activity.  The creation of this volume represents a 
kind of “complementary training” for the IFP alumni, a critical professional devel-
opment element that is often overlooked in graduate programs.  By initiating an exten-
sive discussion about the authorship of academic articles, IFP Brazil alumni, including col-
lection organizers Luiz Alberto Oliveira Gonçalves and Regina Pahim Pinto, were essen-
tial in fostering the intellectual formation of the newest wave of emerging researchers in 
Brazil. 

 
This series of published collections has the potential not only to reinforce ties between 
fellows and alumni but to provide them with an increased level of public visibility by of-
fering bibliographical abstracts and cutting-edge scholarship to researchers and activists 
in training and action.   
 
In total, Education, written in Portuguese, boasts eleven authors, writing on topics that vary 
from the effectiveness of computers in language learning, to rap as a transformative and 
confrontational experience for disenfranchised youth.  These articles clearly bear the 
mark of their authors, for whom the choice of a subject has long been a research interest 
and now, an area of expertise.   
 
Education, written by social activists who hail from marginalized communities themselves, 
is ground-breaking in that respect.  By providing a rigorous, intellectual forum for these 
scholars to present their research, Education is a clarion call that the promise of the IFP 
program is certainly being realized in Brazil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To obtain a copy of “Education” or learn more about the outstanding work of the IFP Brazil alumni network please 
visit www.programabolsa.org.br  (in Portuguese) or contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-
fordifp@iie.org 

 
 
 
 
   

Above: Ford IFP Brazil Alumni Network launch 
“Education,” the first of a four-volume compila-
tion that considers various aspects of social activ-
ism in Brazilian society.  
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IFP China Alumnus Makes a Big Impression at  
Columbia University 

 
In May, one of our newest alumni, Zhiyong Chen of China graduated from Columbia 
University Teacher's College (TC) with a Masters degree in Curriculum and Teaching.  
His accomplishment was made even more special as the President of Teachers College, 
Columbia University, Dr. Susan Fuhrman, during her convocation speech, shared Chen’s 
story as an example of perseverance and excellence.  Chen was one of only two stu-
dents mentioned directly. An excerpt from Dr. Fuhrman’s convocation speech follows: 

 
“...Our graduates’ personal stories – the simple facts of why they 
came to Teachers College, what they have done here, and where 
they are going next – are an amazing testimony to their desire to 
make a positive impact in the world. I’d like to share two of those 
stories with you right now. Zhiyong Chen, who is receiving his mas-
ter’s degree from the department off Curriculum and Teaching, 
grew up in a small village in China’s Sichuan province. A passion-
ate and gifted student, in 1987 he was hospitalized with a kidney 
ailment so severe it prevented him from working for five years. In 
2004, it also forced him to put off coming to the U.S. and Teach-
ers College under a program sponsored by the Ford Foundation. 
Zhiyong finally made it here with wife and young daughter in 
2005, but continued to struggle with his health and ultimately 
underwent surgery. He also found that his English, which he’d 
learned as a 14-year-old high school student, was more than a 
tad rusty. Somehow, Zhiyong went on to post an A or A plus in 
every course he took at TC save one. Just as impressively, he 
missed only one class, and that because he was away attending an 
international conference.  Zhiyong and his family will return in June 
to China, where he will work with American students who visit 
China through the U.S. State Department.  Best of luck, Zhiyong – 
our hats are off to you today….” 

 
Congratulations!  Yes indeed, Zhiyong, we are very proud of you! Welcome to the IFP 
Alumni Family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   

 
IFP China Alumnus, Zhiyong Chen (right) poses 
with his advisor Dr. Marion Boultbee. Zhiyong 
Chen graduated in May with a Masters degree 
in Curriculum and Teaching from Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, United States. 
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visit our website www.fordifp.net or write 
to us at 809 United Nations Plaza, 9th 
Floor, New York, NY 10017, United 
States. 



Other Alumni Happenings Around the World 
 
Mozambique has its Second Alumni Meeting 

Mozambique held its second alumni meeting on August 11-12, 2007 in Maputo, Mo-
zambique.  The meeting boasted 24 participants including IFP Director for Mozam-
bique, Célia Diniz and IFP Program Officer, Tricia Callender.  Armed with a renewed 
sense of commitment and good wishes from their Brazilian colleagues, the IFP Mozam-
bique alumni network got straight to work.    

Alumni decided that re-entry issues were the biggest obstacle for IFP Mozambican 
alumni, and without a support mechanism for newly returning alumni, the network might 
not realize its true potential.  Therefore, alumni are focusing on the creation of a 
“resume bank” to assist them in finding jobs when they return home.   

In addition, IFP alumni pledged to concentrate their efforts in the rural areas  of Mo-
zambique.  Alumni then broke into “task force” groups to decide exactly which activities would 
be the focus of the IFP Mozambique Alumni Network.  The meeting ended with each “task 
force” assigned to create detailed plans for alumni activities in some of the most impoverished 
areas of Mozambique.  IFP Alumni expressed interest in working more closely with their Bra-
zilian and South African colleagues to foster stronger regional and international linkages. 

 

To learn more about the IFP Mozambique alumni network, visit www.ifpmoz.co.mz or contact Tricia 
Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org. 
 
Peru expands the reach of IFP through YouTube! 
 
The Peruvian alumni meeting of May 18, 2007 was one that will go down in IFP history as the 
“dawning of a new era,” as it is the first YouTube appearance for IFP. 
 
The alumni meeting was focused the “Role of Education” within a social justice context.  To 
enrich the conversation and the cross-regional interaction, an alumni representative from Gua-
temala was invited to participate. Alumni indicated that the meeting helped to deepen their 
thinking about their role in social change and development. 
 
Because the meeting was so successful, IFP Peru alumni wanted the opportunity to open the 
conversation to other social justice activists all over the world, and posted a video of the 
meeting on the free site YouTube.com—the first, hopefully, of many IFP appearances. 
 
To access the meeting (in Spanish) visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tVfG2hARwo 
 
 
To obtain a CD of the meeting, obtain meeting materials or to learn more about the IFP Peru alumni network, visit 
www.fundacionequitas.org, or contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Above: Ford IFP Mozambique Alumni Network 
Meeting Attendees pose for a picture at their 
August 2007 alumni meeting in Maputo, Mozam-
bique. 
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End Notes... 
 
• We have already begun planning for our next newsletter due out in January 2008.  If you or your alumni network is en-

gaged in something newsworthy, do let us know.  We would like to include it.  Please send contributions to ifppic-
tures@yahoo.com by January 10th, 2008. 

 
 
• Many alumni have indicated that they would like to learn more about upcoming conferences in the Social Justice field.  

Information about all kinds of activities relevant to the global IFP alumni world can be found at www.ifponline.net. Please 
keep in mind that IFP does not fund participation in these conferences. 

 
 
• If you do not have a username and/or password to access ifponline.net, please contact Robert Mugnani at  

roberto.mugnani@sit.edu to obtain your username and/or password so that you can access the courses, funding direc-
tory, and international alumni locator directory. 

 
 
• The Foundation Center courses on Proposal Writing, Budgeting and Grantseeking are still available on the alumni area 

of the ifponline.net website.  Instructions for usage can be found on the front page of the ifponline.net site. 
 
 
• For this edition of the newsletter, we received contributions from several different countries.  We appreciate that and 

hope to receive even more in advance of our January 2008 deadline. 
 
 
• Please make sure that you complete your 2007 alumni surveys.  In order to continue to improve the program and better 

support the alumni, your input is needed. 
 
 
• A special “thank you” to the alumni who have already completed their surveys! 
 
 
• Should you have any other questions, concerns or suggestions etc. please do not hesitate to ask.  We are hoping to hear 

from you! 
 
 
 

 

To learn more about any of the IFP alumni networks, contact Tricia Callender at the IFP Secretariat at tcallender-fordifp@iie.org   
To learn more about the Ford Foundation International Fellowships Program please visit our website www.fordifp.net or write to us at 
809 United Nations Plaza, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10017, United States. 

 



To learn more about IFP Alumni activities in each country, please visit: 
 
Brazil  www.programabolsa.org.br         
 
Chile  http://boletin.fundacionequitas.org/ 
         
China  http://www.ifpalumni.cn/home-page/view?set_language=en 
          
Egypt  http://egyptianleaders.blogspot.com   
 
Ghana   www.aau.org/ifp     
 
Guatemala  www.cirma.org.gt      
 
India  www.ifpsa.org  
 
Indonesia  http://www.iief.or.id/ifp/ifp.html    
      
Kenya    www.ifpeastafrica.org 
 
Mexico   http://www.rediinpim.org.mx/ 
 
Mozambique  www.ifpmoz.co.mz 
 
Nigeria   www.pathfind.org/ifp 
 
Palestine  http://www.amideast.org/programs_services/exchange_programs/ifp/ramallah/default.htm 
 
Peru   http://www.programabecas.org/foro%2Dintranet/forum_posts.asp?TID=2&PN=1  
 
Philippines   http://www.ifpphil.ph/founding-meeting-of-ifp-philippines-alumni-association 
 
Russia   http://www.iie.ru/ifp/Alumni/index.htm  
 
Senegal   www.aau.org/ifp 
 
South Africa  www.aaisa.org.za 
 
Tanzania  www.ifptanzania.esrftz.org 
 
Thailand  www.asianscholarship.org 
 
Uganda   http://www.ahead.or.ug/content/news_room.php  
 
Vietnam   www.ceevn.org 
 

 

http://www.programabecas.org/foro%2Dintranet/forum_posts.asp?TID=2&PN=1�
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